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The first (candy season( in our new candy house is over, and what a wonderful season it was! We began full production on Labor Day, and between then and mid-December sold 6,300 lbs of mints, 1,200 lbs of truffles, and 2,000 lbs of our newest product, a hazelnut meltaway. Oh, and 70,000 lbs of caramels!

Because our abbess, Mother Gail, was in Rome for our General Chapter in September, we waited until October 2, the feast of the Guardian Angels, for the official blessing of the new house. And of course, we thought it especially appropriate to ask the angels for their protection, as we did exactly a year earlier when we broke ground for the building. Once again, Archbishop Hanus presided at the liturgy, this time the office of Vespers (Evening Prayer). But now, instead of only bare ground to look at, our guests could take a tour of the new facility before or after the liturgy.

Since the warehouse, the only very large room, was already filled with pallets, it seemed impossible to have the blessing service inside the candy house. After much deliberation we finally found a spot adjacent to the building which seemed large enough for a sizeable tent. This meant everyone would still be outside when the Archbishop and M.Gail went through all the rooms to bless them. But God had other plans. Tuesday the 1st brought torrential rains, and the ground under the tent turned into mud. So several sisters spent the morning of the Blessing Day clearing out the bottom level of the warehouse to make room for chairs. It turned out to be the perfect setting.

We could not have handled all that had to be done without the assistance of our lay associates, who turned out in style for the great day. With over 350 guests plus the sisters we were close to 400 people, by far the largest gathering we(ve ever had. It was wonderful to hear so many voices singing together and filling our new house with the praise of God. Three local TV stations and several radio stations and newspapers covered the event, so we felt truly supported by the local community. In addition to providing cider and (of course!) our candy, we hired Poorman(s Caterers to serve our guests a delicious Iowa specialty, turkey and dressing sandwiches. At the end of the evening the owner decided to donate all the food and service free of charge - a final lovely touch to a glorious day.

The following two Saturday afternoons we had public tours of the candy house. We were amazed at the number of people who came - the cars were backed up out to the highway, a good quarter of a mile away! Although the tours were advertised as going from 2:30 to 4, people started arriving by 1:30 and we didn(t finish until 5. At which point we all collapsed, then prayed Vespers together quietly in the candy house(s beautiful prayer room. Between the Blessing and the two tour days about 1600 people saw our operation.

Advent and Christmas are two of the most beautiful liturgical seasons, and this year as always brought us great refreshment as we completed our candy season.  We are blessed to have the riches of the Divine Office immersing us throughout the day in the mysteries of Christ sung in the heart of the Church. And without the bother of Christmas shopping! Our Cistercian Fathers wrote with great passion and insight on the Incarnation, and it is a joy year by year to dwell with them in the mystery. (For ourselves, let us offer what we have to the glory of the newborn King,( says Guerric of Igny in an Epiphany sermon. (What we have not, let us ask for it from him to whom we desire to give it.(
The New Year promises a new stage in our ministry of hospitality. Our old candy house still has some years of life, and we will convert part of it to a guest reception center (part will be used for office space for the sisters). As we don(t intend this as a permanent building, we(re doing the designs and actual construction ourselves rather than hiring architects or contractors. And we(ll proceed only as fast as our overall work situation allows.

At present we have literally no place to receive guests. When large groups (confirmation classes, senior tours, etc) come to visit, we put them in our guest chapel, which is often not large enough and of course means turning the church into a lecture space. Our plans for the old candy house include a room large enough to host groups, and also the meetings of our lay associates, who presently can meet only at New Melleray, our brothers( monastery 20 miles away.  We(ll have a small dining area, and several rooms for sisters to visit privately with guests. And we(ll finally have a place to display our candy for those who come to buy it. In addition to meeting more of the needs of our guests, we hope this will also draw activity away from the main monastery, better enabling us to be true to our mission of prayer and silent contemplation.

We are tremendously grateful to all who are helping bring these dreams to reality. May God bless you abundantly in this new year of his grace.

The sisters of Mississippi Abbey

Every 3 years our Order holds a General Chapter, attended by all the abbots and abbesses. This past September the Chapter was held in Rome, and both Mother Rosemary of Tautra and Mother Gail attended. Our Sr Carol went as a translator (French into English). The following is from an email she sent us describing the Chapter(s audience with the Holy Father.
There is a little break in my translation work so I am writing to you about the events on our free day last Thursday. First of all we went to see the Holy Father at Castel Gondalfo near Lake Albano, about a 40 minute drive by bus. When we reached the courtyard for the audience, of course I headed for the last row but the seats were quickly taken. I saw an empty chair by a Spanish abbot but when I approached he said that he was saving it for someone so I turned around and was resigned to standing. Then an usher motioned to me to follow him and he led me to the very front row!

I was sitting next to Dom Joseph of Mt.St. Bernard [England] and I said "I never expected to end up here!" Dom Bruno of Mariawald [Germany] was behind me and he said, "The last shall be first and the first last!" Then Dom Bernardo [our Abbot General, from Argentina] came by and told us that all those in the front row would be greeting the Holy Father after his talk to us! So again you see how God takes care of His own. Total surprise.

When the time came, everyone in the front row got up and made their way to where the Holy Father was sitting as it is difficult for him to walk now. Each one knelt down and kissed his ring and Dom Bernardo told the Holy Father who the person was and where they came from. When my turn came I knelt down and kissed his ring and Dom Bernardo told him that I was helping at the Generalate as a translator and that I was Czech. The Holy Father looked up and said "O, Ceca"! I was just getting up at that moment but I patted him on the hand and gave him a big smile, even though I was on the verge of tears.  I told him that I was praying for him. He blessed me and then I went back to my place. It was a very moving experience.

Everyone here was so happy that I was one of those chosen to be in the front row. It was God who did that, I think! Dom John Eudes [superior of our monks in the Philippines] was the only other American  in the line-up.

It will be very good to be home again, let me tell you! Even though being here has been full of grace and blessing. Home is where the heart is. I miss being there with you all, working out the bugs at candy. I hear they are pretty much all worked out. Alleluia! 
TRAPPIST CASKETS

Our brothers at New Melleray recently began a small industry (like our candy business) to supplement the income from their farm. They have converted one of their farm buildings into a carpentry operation and are making beautiful and simple wooden caskets. They can be contacted at 1-888-4333-6934, or visited on the web at trappistcaskets.com.
