Spring 1999

Dear Friends,

Greetings from Dubuque during this wonderful season of celebrating our Lord(s  Resurrection! We are so grateful for your interest in our new foundation in Norway, and want to let you know some of the wonderful things that have been happening.

On February 14 our archbishop, Jerome Hanus OSB, presided at a special Vespers in our abbey church, attended by Dom Brendan (abbot of New Melleray) and a large number of friends and religious from the Dubuque area. As a monastery represents the Church of Christ in miniature, it has been customary since the time of St Benedict (6th century) to send a superior and 12 sisters (or brothers), representing Jesus and the 12 apostles, to found a new monastery/church. The new superior is presented with a cross, as she must guide the sisters in the way of Christ, who offered his life for the glory of the Father and the salvation of the world.

As monastic foundations in the late 20th century are most often made across cultures, it has proven more effective to send fewer than 13 founders from the (old( culture. But the custom of receiving - and following - the cross still holds, and during Vespers M. Gail presented M. Rosemary, the superior of the new community in Norway, with a beautiful cross made of our local wood, with a stone from our altar at the heart. Archbishop Hanus, M. Gail, and Dom Brendan recited prayers of missioning over the 7 founders, and the whole congregation extended hands while the sisters were blessed. The grace of the Holy Spirit visited all of us present at this precious moment. (You can see some pictures of the event at our website, www.osb.org/osb/cist/olm, and click on Our New Foundation.)

During the next 10 days the founders left in groups of 2 or 3. All arrived in Tautra by the 28th, and with Bishop Georg celebrated their first Mass together. They have chosen to retain the name of the original 13th century monastery, Sancta Maria in Tuta Insula, in Norwegian Tautra Mariakloster (Our Lady of Tautra). Their address is: Tautra Mariakloster, Tautra, N-7633 Frosta, Norway. The property of about 7(  acres has been purchased for us by the Catholic Church in Trondheim. It includes two farmhouses, several small buildings, and a boathouse on the waterfront of the fjord. The founders are living in the two houses until a permanent monastery is built; then the houses will be used for guests. The sisters( first industry will be herbal soaps and candles (for the long winters!).

We have also been blessed with many friends coming forward to help our fundraising efforts with their time and talents. As they became aware of the insufficiencies of our monastic buildings here in Iowa, they advised us to include our own most pressing needs as well as those of our foundation in our capital campaign. As we suffer the absence of our dear sisters, and the reduction of our community by nearly a fourth, it is a blessing to be making plans for our own future as well, and we are excited at the prospect of having a truly monastic refectory where we can take our meals in a properly prayerful and quiet atmosphere; a renovated candy factory so we can work with greater safety and (we hope!) much increased productivity; rooms for our aging and sick sisters (we have no infirmary at present); parlors providing privacy for our guests and those who come to us for spiritual direction; and a large meeting room for groups of various sorts (at present we must address them in the chapel, or bring them inside the enclosure). We see this as a time to (refound( Mississippi Abbey, and used the Lenten season as a time to examine our lives and renew our prayer and ascetical practices in quite concrete ways.

Please keep all of us, both in Norway and in Iowa, in your prayers, as you are in ours.  May the Lord grant you a very holy and joyous Pentecost filled with the presence of his Holy Spirit!

The Sisters of Mississippi Abbey 


